Firearms Discussion Paper - April 2007

Comments by Antique & Historical Arms Callectors Guild of
VictoriaInc (the "Guild").

The Guild is mog grateful for the opportunity to comment on the abovediscussion paper.
The Guild'scomments are bd ow. Referencesto paragraphsare to paragraphsof the
Discussion Paper.

Obligation to Give Notice When a Handgun Target Shooter Receives Instructions.
Paragraph 24 et seq.

Theproposl in paagraph 24 creates an offence of strict liability. Thereisnorequirement for
mensrea. Accordingly, for example, if the personreceiving indruction should innoently
have misremembered how many times he or she had previoudy received ingruction he or she
would have committed an offence punishable by 120 pendty units or two years
imprisonment. While this approach is convenient to those prosecuting the offence it is not
consstent with ordinary standards of jugtice which require the presence of aguilty mind.
Accordingly, we submit tha arequirement for "recklessness' or "intentionto mislead" is
more appropriate in thecircumstances. After all, itisvery easy, where upto nineoccasions
of receiving instruction are permitted by the Act (schedule 3 item 4), to forget, say, whether
onehad received ingruction on seven previousoccasionsor eight

We also mention tha, asbeing a" prohibited personO's amatter of puldic record and tha
such records are available to the police, the determinaion of whether or nota personis or not
prohibited is onebest |eft to the pdice rather than either the personreceiving theingruction
or the person giving theingruction.

Notification to Clubs or Employers of Suspension or Cancellation of Licences.
Paragraph 30 et seq.

We assume this will aso apply to firearm collector's clubsand suppot the proposl.
Use of Paintball Markersfor Non-Recreational Purposes, Paragraph 33 et seq.

It seems bizarre tha pantbdl markers are to be allowed for recreationd purposes but nat for
nonrecreationd or artistic purposes. Bearing in mind that therecreationd purposes which
are allowed are theintentiond shootng by pantbdl game players of oneanother, suggesting,
tha pantbdl gunsare notsignificantly dangerous it is surely over-management of such
residud risk asthereisto excludeby statute the possibility tha any case for non-recreationd
use of paintbdl gunscould be made

We accept that the use of pantbdl gunsother than to pantbdl gaming at an approved
location might need to bejudified, but we do not believe tha it should be excluded without
theposibility of being consdered. Thereisnojudification given for the proposed excluson
other than paragraph 37, which provides "initial consultation with stakeholders suggest tha



theuse of pantbal markers of farming or other non recreationd purposes occurs very rarely”.
We submit tha even arare requirement should nat be cut off withoutthe possibility of a case
being madeto jugify theuse of what is after all essentialy afairly harmless toy for some
prope purpose which isnotrecreationd. Wha exactly isthe harm tha this proposd
amendment is designed to prevent?

Storage& " Effective Alarm" System Requirements. Paragraph 47 et seq.

Theonly suppot for theproposls unde theaboveheading isthe"Audralian Ingitute of
Criminology Report of 20060 ("Paragraph 54: In light of the Audralian Ingitute of
Criminology repott, it is congdered appropriate to clarify the storage standadstha apply to
ABC andDE. ".) However, we undestand that in March 2007the Audralian Ingitute of
Criminology released a further publication on firearms deathsin Audralia (Borzycki &
Mouzos2007) We have seen asummary of this report althoughnotthereport itself, but we
undestand from the summary tha only 47% of thetotal number of thefts was from owners
who were compliant with firearm storagerequirements. Note however that thereport only
deals with successful thefts of firearms, notthe occasionswhere thefts were attempted butthe
security arrangaments were effective.

However, according to 3 March 2007report, stolen firearms represented only 0.06%of the
total number of registered firearms in Audralia and only 0.09%of firearms licence holders
reported thefts. Far from suggesting that the existing requirements of firearms security are
ineffective thereport tendsto suggest tha in fact they are very effectiveindeed. Thefacts
also indicate adownward trend in the number of firearms reported stolen to police.

Thediscussionunde the" Storage & " effective alarm” system requirements’ section
neglects to mention that unde schedule 4 item 3 (1) firearms hdd unde any class of
collectorslicence, whether they are low risk antique handguns or not, are also, by reason of
schedule 4 item 3, required to behdd in a strongroomwith barred windows, solid walls and
steel lined doors etc and in a steel or similarly robust locked container. They are also subject
to theadditiond security requirementsin scheduled 2, item 5. Neglecting to mention this
makes thefind sentence of paragraph 52 bd ow misleading by omission. Tha sentence reads
"Therefore, it is congdered appropriate for firearm collector licence holdersto be subject to
the same effective alarm requirements threshold as tha which appliesto other licence
holde's'.

In light of thetenor of paragraph 52, the Guild submits tha it should now also (be consdered
appropriateQto relieve collectors of this"strongroom'" requirement which similarly does not
apply to other licence holders. In any event, the case for continuing to impose "strongroont'
requirements on the storage of antiquehandgunswhich are admitted to be of lower risk than
other firearms, is especially difficult to judify andis a seriousdisincentive to collection and
preservation of early, obslete handguns

Paragraph 57 which deals with the cos of back to base alarm monitoring services containsthe
following conduding sentence: "the amountof these cogs varies according to the provider of
monitoring services tha may amountto aslittle asaround$1 per day or $365per yearO
(Guild@italics). The Guild wishesto mentiontha for personson areduced income, such as
retirees, who make up a significant portion of the Guild@®@ membership, thisis notasmall sum
of money and the burden of paying it should not be dismissed as inggnificant.



We note from paragraph 58 tha submssionsare only soughton thethree proposislettered A
to C. Weregad this remarkably procrugean approach as mog disappointing since asthe
discussion indicates, but does not fully expose, thelegd postionisvery complex and
profoundl inconsstent.

A smple example of thisincongstency istha a single, obslete 1840sdoublke-barelled,
muzzle loading percussion pistol hdd unde an Antique HandgunCollectors Licenceis
subject to thefull rigou of the security regime tha applies to handguncollectors. Thisis, as
mentionead above indudes the strongroom, the safe and the disassembly or trigge lock.

This should be contrasted with the arrangements applicable to a single, moden 9 mm
semiautomeatic pistol of thetype currently carried by the military and most police forces,
which if hdd unde ahandgunlicense, nota collectors licence, is then subject only to a steel
saf e requirement but no requirement for astrongroom, disassembly or trigge’ locks.

We submit that thelegidative complexity surrounding storage, particular storage of collectors
firearms, is now almogs unmanageably complex, confusng and incongstent and, in the case
of collectors, discriminaory. Theargumentsin paragraph 52 of thediscussion pgper suppot
apropea examindion of the extent to which thereguirements, for collectors have become
excessively burdensome.

We are also conaerned tha the proposal assumes tha burglar alarms are effectivein
preventing theft. The Firearms Discussion Paper offers no evidence at all to suppot this
assumption nor do either of thereports. Accordingly, we submit tha before any decision can
be madein this matter theevidence is presented to all parties and examined. We also bdieve
the police have a policy of notrespondngto ringing alarms. If thisis correct, it serioudy
undecuts any valuethe proposal may be assumed to have.

Since noneof thethree proposls A to C in paragraph 58 relieve collectors of any obligaions
and proposl B imposes extra obligationson collectors of longams, we would, if we had no
interest in the situaion of our fellow firearm owners, elect for item C. However, we do not
suppot any of them for thereasonsabove

Safe Storageof Deceased Estate Firearms. Paragraph 65 et seq.

This proposal is much improved. However, in view of thenegligible publicity, which heralds
changesin firearm law, the effectiveness of theproposal, and also its fairness, depends
entirely onit beng given prope publicity to those who may become executors or
administrators of estates. Of course, this could indudeanyoneand, in the naure of things
mog of them will have absolutely noidea of thar obligaionsin that role. However, we are
sure tha theintentiondriving the proposl isnotadesireto fill the prisonswith elderly
widows.

Accordingly, we suggest tha tha the proposl in paragraph 69 be adjused so tha before the
obligaionto natify arises

a) theexecutive or administrator needsto be aware that a person has died,

b) tha theexecutor or administrator is officially empowered to act as the executor or
administrator of that person’sestate (i.e. has actudly obtained a grant of probéae or
letters of administration), and



c) beaware tha the deceased person died in possession of licensable firearms.

In addition, a precondiion to prosecution for breach of the obligationsshould betha, having
regard to the sophistication and experience of the executor or administrator and any publicity
which may have been given to this changein law, tha it isreasonable to bdieve tha the
particular executor or administrator was aware of his or her obligaionsto notify the Chief
Commissione.

We mention also tha there may be several personsappointed as either executor or
administrator and thelegidation needsto take account of thefact tha notall of them may
have the same state of knowledgeconaerning the above matters.

I ssue of Handgun Licences for Occupational Purposes Where Compensation wasPaid
for Surrender. Paragraph 84 et seq.

The expression "abusing the naiond handgunbuyback scheme" used in paragraph 86 needs
to be explained and justified. Many, indeed most, of the target shooing handgunlicence
holders who were forced to surrende ther licences for target shooing unde a buyback were
forced to do so because arbitrarily participaion requirements had been imposed on them by
the new laws and they were not in a postion to comply with them, particularly since the
extent of those participaion conditions expanded relative to the number of handgunshdd.
Accordingly, such licence holders had no choice but to surrende the handgunsand received
compensation but were not allowed to reapply for a licence for five years, notwithganding
that during those five years their postionsmight changeso tha they were then able to comply
with the participaion conditions

We fail to see how a request to be alowed a licence agan, on the basis tha participaion
conditionscould now be met because of changed circumstances can propealy be described as
QGibusng the naiond handgunbuyback scheme”. We submit that this proposi should be
extendeal to indude such persons who include the writer. We mug bear in mind tha the
compensation pad to them was essentially the purchase price of thefirearms they were forced
to sell, notafree gift fromthe Government. Also, of course, more than three years have past.

Access by Huntersto Crown Land. Paragraph 101 et seq.

We undestand that where permissions are required hunters are unable to obtain the contact
details of the relevant licensees from the authornties. In such circumstances would it be
possible for the relevant authority themselves to pass written requests to the licensees on
behdf of the huniers? This would not offend againg State or Federal privacy laws, because
the hunter would not need provided with the licensee's contact details.

Antique Handgunsfor Which Cartridge Ammunition is Commer cially Available.
Paragraph 121 et seq.

The Guild suppotsthis changebut hopes tha the sharp distinction between pre-1900
handgunswhich do take currently available amnmunition and genuindy oblete pre-1900
handgunswhich do not, which this changerestores, will inform appropriate changesto the
security regime which currently applies to handgunshdd unde theantiquehandgun
collectorslicence. Thisisoverduein any event.



Asmentionead in oursubmissionunde " Storage& " Effective Alarm" System
Requirements' above thefailure to take prope accountof the @hak and cheeseO
distinctionsbetween genuindy obslete antiquehandgunsand those of more moden type
serioudy discourages collection of obsolete antique handgunsand to a great extent also spoils
the pleasure of having such acollection. Thereisespecially no case subjecting these
oblete, antiquehandgunsto afar more burdensome security regime than applies to moden
target handguns

Conaerning paragraph 126 and the definition of "commercially available" ammunition, Judice
may or may not beaware of a pamphlet agreed between the Police and the Guild, which lists
ammunition which both agreed was notcommercialy available. Thisremainsan important
doaument because it is practical and indeed necessary for both pdice and collectors to opaate
onthebass of thesame undestandings In fact, other state jurisdictionshave also adoped it
asitisindispensably useful and reliable guide. We will send you acopy and may also beable
to attach a scanned copy to these submissions

Attempts to settle arevised draft with the pdice became confused when a sergeant of police
from another state observed tha oneor two examples of the obsolete, commercially
unavailable ammunition listed might be available in the United States and then gave his
opinion tha this automatically mean tha it should be consdered as commercialy availablein
Audralial This of course was a complete misconaption, since unless such ammunitionis
actudly imported into Audraliacommercialy it isnotcommercially availablein Audralia
Importing ammunition these days is extremely restricted, as you will beaware, dueto anti-
terrorist conaerns Importation of norrcommercia quantities or by personswho are not
dedlers are effectively impossible these days. However, if anmunition of a particular typeis
imported and offered for commercial sale, wewoud accept tha it should beremoved from
theligt.

Accordingly, we bdieve thedetailed list is theway to go so far as thedetail is concerned, and
that theundelyingtest for "commercially available”, should beatest of commercial
availability in Audralia, which iswhere this law applies, and notin other counties subject to
other laws.

Single Licence Requirement for Firearms Collectors. Section 127 et seq.
The Guild is very pleased to see this, subject to reviewing the detail.

The Guild bdieves tha the cos of combined licences should be the current cog of the highest
class of licence in thecombined group. Thisisthepostionin New South Wales, we
undestand.

However, the Guild remains confused aboutthe continued indusonin paragraphs136,137
and 138 of thelast bullet point of each paragraph, viz )
Girearms tha are not regulated by theact (such as single shot antiquehandgun3Q

We cannotundestand why onewould need afirearms licence Qo possess or carry, for the
purpose of collectingCfirearms which are notregulated by the Act. If there is some aspect of
this we have missed we would much appreciate it if you would let usknow and allow usto
make supplemental submissionsconcerning it.



We remain deeply concerned by paragraph 139 which ignores thereasonswhy different
classes of collectors licence were established. Werefer youto our arguments above
concerning the needsfor different security conditionsdepending on the category of firearm
collected.

Carriage& Use of Firearms Under a CollectorsLicence. Paragraph 141 et seq.

Thisisathoroughly sengble and practical proposl and appedls both to collectors and
licenang services.

We would also like to mention tha the postion with regard to display permits for collectors
(section 56 of the Act) isamog exactly andogouswith section 58 of the Act (pemitsto use).
Theonly distinction between the two sectionsis that in the case of display permitsthe
firearms (or ammunition) subject to collectors licences are being displayed rather than fired.

It would greatly convenience both firearm collecting organisationsand thar membersif the
organisation itself was permitted to make application on behdf of its members for permission
to display firearms and ammunition hed unde collectors licences (the display permits regime
does not apply to antiquehandguncollectors licences) at specific events, in exactly the same
way asis proposd in connection with section 58. Thiswould assist greatly with the
organisation of display nights and exhibitions which are an important part of arms collecting.
Currently, if members wish to display ther collectionsthey need to apply individudly to the
police for adisplay permit. While thisrightto apply for individud permits should remain, if
the organisation itself was permitted to make applications on behdf of its members thiswould
be of huge ben€fit to them and save the police having to deal with amyriad of individud
applicationsfor permits to display. We bdieve thepolice themselves will suppot this.

Asmentioneal above the advantages and relevant factors are almog exactly andogouswith
those which apply to Section 58 pemits to use.

Requirementsfor Sx Monthsor More Club Membership. Paragraph 146 et seq.

The Guild is pleased to see and suppots this propcsal. 1t recognizes the very important
distinctionsbetween antiquehandgunshdd unde the AntigueHandgunCollectors Licence
and more moden handguns We hopetha the corresponding security conditionswill receive
the same undestanding treatment.

Prohibited Personsand Intervention Orders. Paragraph 156 et seq.

Thereference in paragraph 163to "findly" in the phrase "findly determined” should be
replaced by "... determined by a Court". If the Court has made an order in alicence holder®
favour it should be effective on being made, notwithganding tha there might be some
possibility in thefuture of appeals etc. Intheusud way, if there are such appeals and the
order isreversed, the suspenson may bereintroduced, butit should notbekept in effect, Qust
incaseQ Tho not convicted after a court hearing should not betreated as guilty untl all
possible appedls agang afinding of innoe@nce had been exhauged. Of course, al of this can
be subject to the order of therelevant Court.



Definition of " Prohibited Person". Paragraph 166 et seq.

Paragraph (d) of theddfinition of "prohibited person” in the act is currently limited to offences
involving firearms. Firearms have always been treated specially because of thar special
propengty to do seriousharm. Thelists of weaponsin the Control of WeaponsAct 1990are
extremely broad and so this propos to equae weaponsunde the Control of WeaponsAct
with firearms runstherisk of dispropottiondity.

An even greater problem with the proposl istha it is automatic: convictionunde the
Control of WeaponsAct would automatically result in aprohibition againg obtaining or
retaining afirearms licence. The Court, making aconviction unde the Control of Weapons
Act, andin possession of therelevant facts and circumstances, would not then be ableto
decidewhether or nat the prohibition on holding afirearms licence is appropriate, ingead,
unde this propos, such a consquence would flow automatically from the conviction and
irrespective of thetrial judge3 view of the matter.

Our submssionistha because of thisrisk of dispropottiondity and the lack of absence of
judicia discretion, the appropriate amendment would beto permit the Court hearing the
offence unde the Control of WeaponsAct to chocse whether in the circumstances to impose
such an order, or not The conequences of the making of such atangential order can bevery
severe, such asloss of livelihoodor destruction of a career in compdtitive target shooing. We
submit tha in prindple, mandaory disqudification withoutjudicial consderation of whether
the particular facts warrant such an order isingppropriate and is boundto lead to injudices.
We consde that the appropriate means of addressing theissuesis to leave with the Court the
discretion to make such an order, or not, as the Court thinksfit in the circumstances.

Written Submissions and Calling of Hearingsby Chief Commissioner. Paragraph 169 et
seq.

Paragraph 175 should also mention tha propos amendments will not affect therightto
appeal fromtheFirearms Appeal Committeeto VCAT.

Requirement to Advise Chief Commissioner Upon Cessation of Genuine Reason to Use
Firearms. Paragraph 179et seq.

Thewordsin paragraph 182: GGreater consstency and efficiency in ensuring tha only
personswith genuine reasonscontinueto hold firearm licences would be attained by a
requirement tha thelicence holder advise Victoriapolice if any of the genuinereasonsfor
which they were granted a firearms licence cease to exist" suggest, for example, that if a
personisamember of more than oneclub, (in circumstances where membership of any one
of them isa genuinereason to be granted a firearms licence), ceasing to beamember of any
of those clubswhile remaining a member of the others may betreated asareason (asitisone
of the genuinereasonsfor which the firearms licence was granted) to cancel thelicence. We
assume thisis unintentiond and we hopetha the drafting of therelevant amendment does not
fall into the same trap.

Of course, the same argument applies where thelicence holder has other "genuinereasons’,
such as being a member of acluband having pemissionto shootover land.



Clearly, itisonly when thereis nolonge any genunereason suppoting thelicence should it
bepulled.

It dso followstha thendtificationto the Chief Commissiona should occur uponthe expiry
of thelast reason, not every time a person changes clubs or obtainspamission to huntsome
where else.

No doubtthe pdice would begrateful to berelieved of congant irrelevant notficationsby a
person who still retained oneor more sufficient reasons Thelist could betidied upon
renewal of thelicence.

Validation of Service of Notices. Paragraph 190et seq.

It isimportant notto lose sight of thefact tha such anotice mug actudly be served onthe
person to whomit is addressed for it to be equitable to blame him or her for not complying
with it. After all, non-complianceisacrimind offencel Noneof usshould beexposd to the
risk tha an error by athird party in addressing or delivering a letter could putusin prison!

Of course, reasonswhy a notice sent by pos may be said by a person notto have arrived
indude of course, thefact that it was, in truth, notddivered! It would normally be
impossible to provetha anotice has notarrived by pog and so a person could be convicted of
breaching the notice while entirely innoent of knowledgeof its contents. Thewriter saw only
afew days ago an example of this, where aletter from the Registry had been addressed to the
wronghous number. It issurely undeniable tha Audralia Pog quite frequently misddivers
letters.

It seems to ustha this proposl prefers the convenience of the police to the need to ensure
that the person whois boundby a notice actudly receivesit. Atthevery least therefore a
notice should be sent by recorded ddivery pog, requiring thesignaure of therecipient to be
obtained. If therecipient, who may of course notbethe personto whomthenoticeis
addressed, does not sign, or will notsign, then theonusof proving service should return to the
police, who need then to serve to notice persondly and notrely onthe extremely shaky
groundof deemed service.

In such amatter, especially oneinvdving crimind liability, common fairness requires tha the
convenience of the police should take second place, notfirst place, and tha the burden of
proof should never bereversed, and particularly nat when thereis no realistic progoect of
proving a negdive.

False or Mideading Statementsin Support of Applications. Paragraph 193et seq.
Theterm QOnisleading statementOas used in the proposal is capeble of applying to perfectly

innoent errors, because it addresses the conequence of the statement, nottheintention with
which it ismade



At therisk of stating the obvious many people who apply for firearms licences are not
especially well educated and are frequently confused by the complex requirements. To
prosecute somebodywho has gotin abit of amuddle, or makes a mistake, is clearly not
appropriate, whereas to prosecute somebodywho intentiondly mideadsthe police is another
matter. If evidenceis needed tha the process of applying for afirearmslicence is both
complex and confugng, and riddled with oppatunities for making innoent mistakes, we
would be pleased to provide a selection of the current forms for readers to judgethe matter for
themselves, perhgposby having ago at completingone

Accordingly, we are of the opinion that an ingredient of the proposd offence should be tha
thefalse or mideading statement should be madeintentiondly to misead. In mog casesin
this context, intentionto mislead is easily provable, such as where there has been forgery and
the produdion of false doaumentation. This requirement for an intention to mislead to be
proved is particularly necessary because of the considerable complexity of the process of
applying for alicence and thedifficulty of gettingany hdp. Thepropottion of members of
the community who are fundiondly illiterate is unfortunaely high. Once agan, the ease of
obtaining convictionsshould nottake precedence over judice and fair dealing.

Information Regarding Silencers, Prescribed Items & Manufactured Firearmsor Parts.
Paragraph 196 et seq.

It would be hdpful to betold wha items had been prescribed in order that we may judge
whether or notsearching and seizing is appropriate in any paticular case - orisit perhgpsthe
case tha the power to prescribeitems, searching for which isto be permitted unde these new
powers, isto bepart of theamendment? If thisisto bethecase, we consder it needsto be
debaed sinceit isessentia to know wha sort of thingsother than silencers mightbebeang
searched for in order to decide whether such a search mightbejugified. Otherwise the power
is unacceptably open-ended and mightfor example be extended beyondthe context of
firearms law.

Possession of Firearms Parts That Could be Used to Modify a Firearm to an
Unauthorised Category. Paragraph 202et seq.

The concept of "could reasonebly be used to change the category of afirearmin theperson's
postion E to acategory of firearm that the personis not authorised to possess, carry or use."
is both excessively broad and unacceptably vague

Firearms, bang machines, are capable of being altered relatively easily by anybodywho has
tools and some materials. In order tha this provision does not represent a Sword of Damodes
hanging over anybodywho has a heap of bits and pieces lying aroundbut no intention of
crimindly conveting afirearm to a different category (such as, for example, conveting a
semiautomatic firearm to afully automeatic firearm by replacement of a single part, which we
sugpect isthe undelying concern of this proposd amendrent) we suggest that the above
wordsbe changed to read "designad or intended to be used to modify afirearm to enhance its
capabilities...."



We also mention tha anumber of handguns especially pre-19000b9lete antiques, have been
offered with detachable stocks thusenabling them to befired fromthe shoulder as a sort of
makeshift rifle. We will beconaerned if this amendment was applied to them because of
course a pistol with detachable stock is essentiadly arifle, albet apoorone Asriflesare
longams they are subject to alower, nothighe, standad of control. Accordingly, our
submssionistha detachable stocks for handgunsbe expressly excluded from therelevant
definition of Girearm partOas they decreased the concedl ability of any handgunto which they
arefitted and have no other effect.

Recognition of Interstate Licences and Permitsand Exemptions. Paragraph 223 et seq.

Onewondaswhy an application for recognitionis necessary, particularly in the case of
licencesissued by Audralian states or territories, if thefirearm isto be here only for a short
period. An andogoustemporary extengon concept already exists in the context of out-of-
state vehicle licences, which are recognized without the need for an application.
Thisfirearms licence proposl seems burdensome to both the police and theinterstate licence
holder and tendsto suggest tha interstate licence requirements are somehow less rigorous
than those of Victoria, even after unification.

Accordingly, would it notbe both practical and appropriate to alow appropriately licensed
interstate visitors to participate in legitimate is shooting sports and historical display activities
withoutthe need first to apply to the Victoria Police for pemission? It'snat asif Licenang
Services need the extrawork, especialy havingjud los alargenumber of thar staff!

Clarification of Imitation Firearms Exemptions. Paragraph 232et seq.

This section relates to imitation longams, which it is now proposd to regulate if they look
real (asis currently donewith pistols). Thiswill bea hard blow to historic re-enactment
groupswho use GeplicaO(not reprodudion) firearms. These totally inopeative replica
firearms do generally look the pat, (except uponclose ingection) and are used for historic
displays. They are also used for some degree of public education (the public can®legdly
handle real longams).

Replicalongams are also used by members of re-enactment groupspartaking in historic
displays and re-enactments who do not wish to own, register, licence and storereal longams
for whatever reason. These participants would look ridiculousif they were equipped with an
obvioudy imitation arm required to be a bright colour etc. World War One & World War
Two re-enactment groupsin paticular rely heavily uponthenonregulation of replica
longams to beableto display realistic looking longarms and early machine gunsetc for thar
public events and educationd displays.

The Guild submits tha any changein thelaw should recognize these |egitimate uses of
replicas by exempting them from control if owned by members of historic re-enactment
groups and similar organizations induding of course the RSL, for the purposes of
paticipatingin historical re-enactments and related activities. There should aso bean
exemption for theatrical and film use of realistic lookinglongam "props'.
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